
 

 

NMRSD Update 

Friday, March 6, 2020 

 

From the Central Office… 

 

Transportation Concern 

As you may have heard, a driver from VanPool Transportation Company (a 

company NM uses for our special education transportation) was charged with 

a crime earlier this week as reported in the Fitchburg Sentinel & Enterprise. 

The driver in question has never driven for North Middlesex. 

 

All VanPool drivers who are utilized in North Middlesex have an active district 

Criminal Offender Record Information (CORI) check.  No driver is assigned on 

any NM routes until CORI results have been received and reviewed by us. 

VanPool is working on a statement about addressing safety concerns.  Once I 

receive that statement, I will share it. 

 

Congratulations... 

 

February NMRSD Staff Member of the Month: 

 

Mark Cullen 

Social Studies Teacher 

Nissitissit Middle School 

 

February NMRSD Students of the Month: 

 

● Elementary School 

Wrejinc Mganga 

Grade 1  

Varnum Brook Elementary School 

 



 

● Middle School 

Lee-Ann Parris 

Grade 7 

Nissitissit Middle School 

 

● High School 

Caroline Robbins 

Grade 12 

North Middlesex Regional High School 

 

Each of these individuals will be honored at the March 23rd School Committee 

Meeting that will begin at 7:00 pm in LGI 120 at NMRHS. 

 

COVID-19 

I would like to thank both our maintenance staff and Whitsons for working so 

hard to keep our schools as clean and as germ-free as possible.  The district is 

in close contact with various state and local agencies and will keep the 

community informed of any developments. 

 

In the meantime, please continue to take some general precautions we can all 

take to remain as healthy as possible. 

 

● CLEAN CELL PHONES REGULARLY!!! 

● Practice good hand hygiene. Wash your hands often and thoroughly with 

soap and water for at least 20 seconds (say the full alphabet twice). 

Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands.  Use 

Alcohol-based hand sanitizer when soap and water are not available. 

● When coughing and sneezing, cover your mouth and nose with a tissue. 

You can also cough or sneeze into your sleeve.  Throw used tissues in the 

trash and immediately wash your hands with soap and water for at least 

20 seconds. 

● Avoid sharing drinking glasses, cups, eating utensils, dishes, towels or 

other items.  Wash these items thoroughly with soap and water after use. 

● Avoid close contact with people who are sick whenever possible. 

● Practice other good health habits: Clean and disinfect frequently touched 

surfaces at home, work or school, especially when someone is ill. Get 



 

plenty of sleep, be physically active, manage your stress, drink plenty of 

fluids, and eat nutritious food.   

 

Townsend Fitness Court Campaign 

Townsend Recreation needs your help! We are working to get a FITNESS 

COURT built here in Townsend!!  You might remember a survey that went 

around last year asking about Fitness.  Overwhelmingly our community said 

that health & wellness are important to them and that they wanted more 

outdoor fitness options. 

 

The court would be FREE for the public to use and taxpayers are not being 

asked for funds to build or maintain the facility.  We've received a $30,000 

matching grant from the NFC and will be looking for Sponsors and 

Crowdfunding for the rest of what we need.  However, first, the community 

needs to let the Board of Selectmen know that this is something we want.  We 

are on the BOS schedule for March 10th (tentative) and are looking for our 

supporters to come to the meeting and support us in asking for the land to 

build the court on. 

 

A video overview is below.  If you have questions, please email 

ehtownrec@yahoo.com.  We will also be looking for volunteers to help get this 

project done ... more details to come. 

 

https://nationalfitnesscampaign.com/watch 

 

Job Postings... 

The following employment positions are currently available with the North 

Middlesex Regional School District: 

● Lunch Aide - Nissitissit 

● Lunch Aide - Ashby 

● Lunch Aide - Spaulding 

● Lunch Aide - Varnum 

● Special Education Paraprofessional - NMS 

● Custodian - District 

 

If you have any interest, please contact the Human Resources Department. 

mailto:ehtownrec@yahoo.com
https://nationalfitnesscampaign.com/watch


 

 

Turf Field Fundraiser... 

For those of you who do not know, although the turf field was approved and is 

now open, the funding for the turf field is not a part of the school budget, so it 

is totally dependent on donations and usage fees.  The District has a 10-year 

lease and service agreement in place, which will cost close to 1 million dollars. 

Although we have had a few donations (some very significant), we have a long 

way to go. 

 

We desperately need your help in raising funds necessary to pay this lease off, 

and the earlier we can do so, the more money the district will save.   

 

Any donations/sponsorships can be done via: 

 

● Personal Check - made out to the North Middlesex Regional School 

District (Turf Field on the Memo Line). Checks should be mailed to 

NMRSD 

℅ Nancy Haines 

66 Brookline Street, Townsend, MA 01469 

 

I am sure you all agree that the turf field will provide our students with a 

well-deserved facility for many years to come. 

 

Superintendent Coffees... 

Monday, March 9th 

● 9:30 am at SECC - Room 205 

Tuesday, March 31st 

● 9:30 am at SECC - Room 205 

Thursday, April 16th 

● 9:30 am at SECC - Room 205 

Tuesday, May 19th 

● 9:30 am at SECC - Room 205 

 

Townsend Earth Day... 

Townsend is celebrating our 15th consecutive Earth Day Celebration on the 

Townsend Common and the world is celebrating 50 years of Earth Days! Our 



 

celebration is on Saturday, April 25, 2020, from 10-3 on the common. It is 

promoted by the Town of Townsend Recycling Committee. 

   

Our local schools were very involved in the early 1990s and then the 

celebration became extinct.  We revitalized 15 years ago.  We would really like 

to have the schools actively involved again. 

   

Years ago Spaulding parents ran games made out of recycled materials, a 

Squannacook teacher, Mr. Barnacoat, had a classroom display on the 

common of Earth Day-related materials and Squannacook students, most 

memorably would sing, "Northern Lights".  In the last few years, we have 

received artwork from the Spaulding art teacher to be displayed on the gazebo 

and a HS graphics student creates our yearly poster. The HS Relay for Life 

committee has most recently run children’s games at the event. We would so 

like to get the schools and the associated parent groups and HS student 

groups more involved for this 50th Anniversary year of Earth Days! For parent 

and student groups, it would be a great day to fundraise for their cause. 

   

 


